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July 16, 2017     Matthew 10:34-39  

 

34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 

For I came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law. 36 A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.  

37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  38 Whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not 

worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  

 

The Prince of Peace Brings a Sword 

 

Jesus is called the “Prince of Peace.”  Angels sang of him on the night of His birth that, “peace” would be upon 

earth.  Yet Jesus, in today’s text, makes no promises of peace.  He takes on the persona of a warrior.  He says, I 

did not come to bring peace, but a sword.   So we might be confused.  It sounds out of character and the exact 

opposite of what we call Jesus.   

 

First of all, we remember that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  We have peace in our hearts when we know that 

Jesus paid for our sins.  God does not hold a grudge against us.  Our sins are paid for.  We have peace in dying 

when we believe that our souls will go to heaven and we will rise from the dead.  We also have peace with each 

other when we learn to forgive one another and love one another in a Christ-like way.  It is a peace that we 

experience even while here on earth - even in the midst of wars and all kinds of societal problems.  Jesus is 

peace. 

 

Many people want Jesus to bring peace between religions too.  Muslims call him their prophet.  They think we 

should be happy with this.  Buddhists will have statues of Jesus and paint him to be a meditative guru.  

American theology says that all pathways lead to heaven.  If Jesus can get you to this happy place, then that’s 

great for you too.  If it’s not Jesus, no big deal.  God loves everyone.  Jesus can be like salt that can go on any 

variety of foods to spice it up a bit.   

 

But Jesus didn’t come to be a type of salt that can enhance any food.  God described Himself to Moses as a 

“jealous” God and He commanded that you must have “no other gods” in His First and foremost 

commandment.  Jesus defined Himself as that God as He said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one 

comes to the Father EXCEPT THROUGH ME.”  Peter repeated the same thing when he said in Acts 4:12, 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved.”  Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with ALL of  your heart and ALL of your soul and 

ALL of your mind.”   These are not indifferent statements that say, “Do what you want.  It doesn’t matter, 

you’ll get to heaven anyway.”    

 

What does this show us?  If you don’t want to find your peace with the one true God, then you may not want to 

be at war with Him, but He will be at war with you.  God takes great offense when people reject Jesus as their 

Savior and their only King.  There is no neutral when it comes to following Jesus.  You can’t ride the fence.  

Being on Jesus side isn’t like cheering for the Cleveland Browns.  It’s more like an inter-division rivalry.  You 

either cheer for the Bears or the Lions.  You don’t cheer for both; you can’t by the very nature and history 

between the two teams.  If we were to give in to the ecumenical movement and accept Muslims and non-
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Christians as being saved, we would be saying to Jesus, “You didn’t really have to die for the world.  You 

didn’t really have to die for anyone.”  We would be saying that all of this talk about sin and death and hell and 

God’s wrath was all a lie.  We don’t really need any forgiveness or salvation.  True love calls people to repent 

and cling to Jesus for salvation.   

 

Jesus talked about how love can cause a division, when we love even our own family, the family which He 

Himself commands us to love and take care of.  This might be the most shocking thing of all.  I came to turn a 

man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 

36 A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.  “Whoever loves father or mother more 

than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.   

Notice how Jesus explains this.  It’s not wrong to love.  He is a God of love and He commands us to love.  You 

look at your parents as a gift from God who He used to raise you up and take care of you.  You wonder at the 

beauty of your children and they open you up to such love with their hugs and their smiles.  This is all from 

God!  We see them as God’s gifts to us.  But love becomes sinful when Jesus says that we love them with those 

three words, “more than me.”  It seems strange that in a world where love is so hard to come by, that you could 

love someone too much.  But it can happen and does happen.   

 

In reality it happens with people much less important than a parent or a child.  Look at how much time and 

effort you put into your sports teams.  Anyone who loves the Tigers more than me is not worthy of me.  Anyone 

who loves his job more than me is not worthy of me.  Anyone who loves Netflix more than me is not worthy of 

me.  Fill in the blank.  Why is it that we can’t get more people into Bible study or church?  Is your weekend 

primarily revolving around Friday night or Sunday morning?  How much do you spend on campers and dining 

compared to your offerings?  How much do you enjoy reading the Bible in comparison with reading fiction?  

How much do you love Jesus?  More than these?   

 

Jesus points first of all to love of parents.  Don’t love them more than Jesus.  If your parents are not faithful in 

their worship attendance it doesn’t mean you have to follow in their steps.  You don’t have to love their 

example.  If they don’t pray for their meals or in the morning or evening - if they don’t read their Bibles at 

home - it doesn’t mean you have to follow in their steps.  Jesus calls on you to love him more than them.    

 

More of the temptation in our society seems to come from the parents towards the children. Parents seem to 

think their primary role is to make their children comfortable, so that they don’t have any difficulties in life.  

His Word tells us to raise our children in the nurture and instruction of the Lord, so they are faithful to Him.  It 

doesn’t command us to make our children happy.   It doesn’t command you to make excuses for your children 

when they sin.  It doesn’t say to make your children successful.  Loving your children doesn’t mean to give 

them everything they want.  When you have your child baptized, he or she is no longer just your child, he or she 

is God’s child, to be raised to know Jesus and honor Him as Lord.  This is your primary responsibility.  Make 

sure your children know Jesus, and know Him well!  Somewhere along the line many parents have forgotten 

this.  You could say, in a sense, that our children become our golden calves that we cater to.  We bow down to 

them by catering to their every cry for new clothes, camps, electronic devices, and the list goes on.  We listen to 

their every cry, but never stop to consider, “How does Jesus want me to raise this child?”  The children that God 

gave to bless me end up becoming my god when I love him or her “more than” Jesus.   
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God does not take kindly to this idolatry.  The Old Testament lesson showed Moses give the Israelites a very 

difficult command.  When Moses came down from Mt. Sinai he found the people worshiping a golden calf.  

And even after he threw down the Ten Commandments some still refused to repent.   Moses said to the Levites, 

‘Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each 

killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’  Notice how he said that, “His brother, friend and neighbor.”  

The Levites had to be willing to throw aside your relationships to put these Israelites to death.  (Ex 32:27)   

 

You don’t need to put anyone to death, but if your children or grandchildren decide to go and leave Christ for an 

immoral and godless lifestyle, are  you willing to condemn their lifestyle choices and speak out against them?   

If a fellow Christian decides to do something you know is wrong, what do you say?  Or do you say nothing in 

fear of the repercussions?  Would you be willing to risk a relationship in order to warn someone of a sin?  

 

Think of what Jesus had to go through within His own family.  In Mark 3:21 it says that his family went to take 

charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”  We don’t know if they thought Jesus was overworking 

Himself or what.  Nonetheless, Jesus told the crowd,  

33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.  

34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my 

brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”  

Most would agree that Jesus’ own brothers didn’t come to believe in Him as the Messiah until after He had 

risen from the dead.  So Jesus had a rift within His own family who didn’t understand the scope of His call and 

the magnitude of what He had come to be.  When they wanted to stop Him from His mission, He told the crowd 

that anyone who followed Him was His true family.  

 

Think then of Jesus relationship with the Father.  When Jesus lived on earth He showed a perfect love of the 

Father.  Jesus lived to do His Father’s will.  His Father spoke of how pleased He was with Jesus at His baptism 

and also at the Mount of Transfiguration.  Even when the Father told Him to the cross, Jesus answered the call.  

He deserved the Father’s love.  But then, as Jesus was hanging on the cross, what happened?  The Father 

abandoned the Son.  He treated the Son as if He were the worst and only sinner in the world, and Jesus was 

personally damned for the sins of the world.  In a sense you could say that God chose to love us more than He 

loved Himself, as the Father abandoned the Son to die on the cross alone, so that our relationship with God 

could be restored.  He who had an eternally perfect Oneness with the Father was abandoned - all for us - so we 

could be with Him. His love of us caused Him much pain - the pain of the cross.    

 

Whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.   We live in a culture that demands you “be who you are.”  

You can be whatever gender you want.  You can have sexual relations with whomever you are attracted to.  Be 

yourself.  Don’t let the religious bigots and hypocrites tell you otherwise.  “Live a little!”  It is called “living life 

to the full” when you get drunk or indulge yourself in some way.  Those who crave homosexuality or to be 

another gender claim to be suicidal if they don’t get what they want.   Instead of fighting against themselves and 

denying themselves, they give into themselves.  They think this will make them happy.  But it doesn’t help one 

bit.  Instead of putting to death their flesh, they feed their flesh.  As a result they die in unbelief and sins, 

because they were not willing to carry their crosses.  They want to love themselves more than they love Jesus.   
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I don’t know what kind of a cross you are carrying right now.  The cross has to do with the pain you suffer for 

denying yourself and resisting your temptations to love others or yourself more than Jesus.  Have you taken up 

your cross and fought against your desires?  Have you put Him first in the way you have loved your children or 

your parents?  Or have you failed Him miserably?  Which of you is worthy of Jesus?    

 

None of you are.  The Prince of Peace has swung His sword at your heart.  It is meant to cut deep.  The 

confession of the honest Christian is “I am unworthy.”   

 

In the book of Revelation, God was sitting on a throne and holding a scroll in his right hand.  The angel cried, 

“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”  John wept, because no one was worthy to do so, 

until Jesus, the Lamb, came forward.  The people sang,  

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you purchased for God 

    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

Where is their worthiness?  Where is ours?  In Christ alone and His cross and His blood shed for us.  Instead of 

looking to find your inner self, look to find Jesus.  Paul said,  

I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 

faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.  (Philippians 3)  

Amen.   

 


